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Abstract

This research was related to the Living Space of the women and their problematic experiences of coping
with the family members who were alcoholics. The objectives of this study were to investigate 1) the women’s
perceptions, and the meanings of alcoholic behaviors defined by the women, 2) the impacts of alcoholic
dependence in family members on the women, 3) the context of the women’s Living Space, their practices of
everyday life, the strategies and tactics used by the women in facing the problematic situations, and coping with
the impacts. The data were collected from 15 women whose family members were alcoholics, and 15 people
surrounding the women. The study used Michel de Certeau's concept of the Practice of Everyday Life which
explains the strategies used by the people who are being ignored when struggling and negotiating with others to
capture social spaces and show their identities. The focus of the study was the women whose family members
were alcoholics. They were regarded as a vulnerable group being ignored by society. Thus, this research aimed
to expose people in society to understand the problematic situations in the Living Space of women whose family
members were alcoholics.

The research found that: 1. The women perceived the causes of alcohol consumption among family
members and defined them as problems derived from external factors surrounding the family members such as
family, school, workplace as well as the society in which the drinkers lived or in an atmosphere of binge drinking,
persuasion of drinking, talking of drinking behaviors and representing them as the symbols of brotherhood,
friendship leading to imitation. The alcohol drinkers were loud, rude, annoying, and embarrassing when they
were drunk. Some drinkers damaged property and assaulted women and other weak family members. Some
groups behaved the same as when they were drunk while some groups separated themselves and acted as good
members of the family. The women would use this time in their Living Spaces to negotiate with the alcoholics
to gain power. They would feel that they could control power for a period of time leading to admonishing the
alcoholics for better behaviors. 2. In investigating the women's experiences (problems), it was found that the
alcohol consumption of family members affected the women's quality of life, economy, and finance. The
alcoholics had also violated other vulnerable members in the family including children, youth, the elderly, and
the disabled. 3.In examining the context of women’s living space, their practices of everyday life and strategies
and tactics in facing the problematic situations and coping with the impacts, it was found that the women had
different contexts of everyday life practice. Thus, the way they handled the problems would depend on the
situations and problems in their Living Spaces as follows: 1) Struggling in the face of hardship in dealing with
alcohol drinkers within the family 2.) Negotiating when confronted with the alcoholics in the family 3.) Staying
silent, remaining reluctant, and escaping the situation. The study found that the women were still in a state of
unwillingness, avoidance, or silence when confronted with alcoholics in the family due to lack of right and voice,
in the dilemma of not knowing whom to ask for help and how to deal with the problematic situations.
Furthermore, it also lacked people, society, or organizations to empower the women to negotiate power. It was
also found that how a woman dealt with problems was often based on education, their readiness in life and
society, economy, and the role of the surrounding people to empower them. Negotiation opportunities
depended on the people around the women, the readiness of the people to protect and help improve the
situation and problems faced by the women. People's help was a crucial factor to empower the women for
better negotiation with the alcoholics, making them successful in their struggles to overcome the alcoholic
problems in the family until they could control power and create conditions in their practices of daily life.
Therefore, the family, the environment, and society are key mechanisms of empowerment for women in dealing

with alcoholic behaviors within the family.



Keywords: Living Space Vulnerable Group the Weak Women Alcohol Alcoholism
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2.3.1 madenglrideyaiiluivddsfiandnluaseuatrifugsliisnsduntvaiangii
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Huethsls uaziiieAnwusuniiuiidin (iving space) UURN15TInUs2917u waznalnlunsm@yuas
Fusleduteyninansenu (coping mechanism) maq@w@qﬁié’%’umamzmmﬂmﬁ?{uqswaqam%ﬂiu
AseUASHITIARgs TnslamzuseifuduiusnwAugRngsn
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1.6 MyATIed agUnatoyaids Jeumenuide §ideldvinsasutesaynafmasnisi
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2. |msnuiiulasenside

Tumsiuiiulassmsifedisnslunafuloyadstelud
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alnauuiunnzgidonaziailindafiaddideya fifeAazvhnsdunivallnglidesendeinidesu
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Taslunisaunuinguainyanalundudinannagdisliaunsansuisiuitinvesindeiifiannly
ATBUATIANAT INILAIBIUBIYANALINA D

2.3 n13dunn (Observation) WunsuihpdsiiAntuogildlanasiisefouitiotinaeinie
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