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Abstract

The objective of this research is to demonstrate the relationship between football fans’
alcohol consumption and football-related violence in Thailand. The research focus on the 2013
season of Thailand football leagues: Thai Premier League, Division 1 League, and Regional
League Division 2. This study is a qualitative research, data collected by participant observation
(spending time with football fans both in matches and other activities), interview with football
fans and staff who arrange the matches, and documentary research from match commissioner’s
reports.

This research found that, on the one hand, alcohol consumption is widely found in
almost every Thailand football league matches, in which many groups of fans usually gather
around the stadium and drink quite heavily together. On the other hand, football-related violence
in Thailand appears to be neither extensive nor intensive, as worried outsiders perceived. Fans’
alcohol consumption, therefore, is not only one significant factor which leads to football
violence. Nevertheless, alcohol consumption of fans can occasionally provoke the football
violence under some contexts as follows: important matches, matches that referee was
distrusted by fans, crowd attendance matches, and matches which the security is
underqualified.

In addition, Thai football fans could play the anti-violence role through “measure of
informal violence prevention”. For example, many groups of fans have enacted “football fan’s
code of conduct” to curb with violence behaviors. Chant-leader could also play a constructive
role in toning down violent emotions. Inter-fan clubs activities could strengthen good
relationship between football fans themselves. It should be said that, the most important factor
enabling Thai football fans to be informally able to prevent violence is the solidarity of fans
community.

Not only occasionally provoke football violence in some contexts, but the collectively
alcohol consumption of football fans also reflect the emergence of Thai football fan culture,

which this research showed both its negative and also positive potential for football violence.
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