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Abstract

This research report Alcoholic Beverages Advertising and Youth: The Association
between Advertising Content Perception, Brand Recognition and Underage Drinking
Initiation is a research project sponsored by Thai Health Promotion Foundation,
Department of Mental Health, Health Systems Research Institute and Center for Alcohol

Studies, during the year 2007.

This study has three objectives. One is to study the contributable association between
alcoholic beverages advertising and content perception and interpretation among four
youth groups; 1) elementary school students in grade 5-6 2) junior high school students
in grade 7-9 3) high school students in grade 10-12 and 4) university students year 1-4.
The second objective is to study the correlative association between advertising content
and brand recognition among the four youth groups and, finally, to study cognitive
effects, media experiences and youthful exposure which may be contributive to early

drinking initiation among youth and underage drinkers.

The study reveals that level of alcoholic beverages advertising admiration is significantly
high in every population group but with low level of media literacy which resulting in
evidences that show that, in every group, they possess low media awareness. Younger
student groups (grade 5-6) prefer advertisement which is easy to comprehend but high
school and university students prefer more creative advertising theme. It was found that
celebrity endorsement strategy is highly effective in every group which resulting in
youthful audience paying the highest level of admiration to Chang brand which employs
this strategy in one advertising campaign in the year 2006. The final scene in television
commercials is the key scene that can convey brand/product remembrance among
every group. Although every student group deny of having direct influence from
advertisement but result shows that every group has high level of brand loyalty,
especially to Chang beer, this also reveals that advertisement affects consumer’s

memory, brand recall and brand admiration.
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