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Abstract

Alcohol advertising is misleading the public to think that alcoholic beverages are common
drink and well-accepted by society. Moreover, advertisement promotes the attitudes of people in the
society to think positively at the alcoholic drinks. Advertisement invites the non-drinkers to start
drinking, and makes the regular drinkers to drink even more. Alcohol advertisement usually
emphasizes on the desire to drink and overlooking - both personal and public - health risks. This leads
to unsuccessful health promotion goal. Overall research evidences indicate that advertisement has
direct influence on drinking behaviour.

The alcohol industry tries to portray positive images to be acceptable by society. At the same
time, it tries to use advertising strategies to lure youth and teenagers to become its new customers, or
victims. Even though it denies that advertisement is not used to deceive or attract youth and teenagers
to drink, but its action indicates clearly that the industry spends enormous budget for advertisement and
other promotional activities to do exactly that.

Advertising ban is a necessary and effective measure in preventing youth from deception and
propaganda of alcohol industry. Providing correct health information or counter advertising is
imperative in protecting public health.

Countries which enforce total alcohol advertising ban strictly, including all types of media and
all kinds of alcoholic beverages (beer, wine, and spirits), is usually one of effective measures in
reducing drinking volume and number of new drinkers. World Health Organization recommends total

alcohol advertising ban as one of effective measures in tobacco and alcohol control.
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Alcohol consumption
Consumption of spirits
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Consumption of beer

Percentage of distilled spirits

Percentage of wines
Percentage of beer

TERE Hurst, Gregory & Gussman, 1997; World Drink Trends, 2002

1955

11.73
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10.66
0.16
8

9

1

1965 1975
13.24 1334
152 2,00
11.31 10.69
042 0.66
11 15
86 80

3 5

1985 1995
10.56 8.30
1.26 0.78
8.30 6.41
1.00 1.1
12 9
79 77

9 14
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1955 1965 1975 1985  1995*

Total alcohol consumption 2.10 3.89 822 8.56 8.21
Consumption of distilled spirits 1.15 1.58 283 230 1.77
Consumption of wines 0.16 0.45 1.43 200 2.14
Consumption of beer 0.80 1.87 3.9 4.26 429
Percentage of distilled spirits 55 i 34 27 22
Percentage of wines 8 12 17 23 26
Percentage of beer 38 48 48 50 52
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e Hurst, Gregory & Gussman, 1997; World Drink Trends, 2002
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1955 1965 1975 1985 1995
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Percentage of beer 43 45 47 53 57
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1955 1965 1975 1985 1995
Total alcohol consumption 393 478 6.91 7.28 7.68
Consumption of distilled spirits 0.62 0.82 1.48 1.66 1.44
Consumption of wines 0.25 0.47 0.94 1.31 1.74
Consumption of beer 299 342 435 4.09 4.16
Consumption of cider and perry 0.07 0.07 0.14 0.22 0.34
Percentage of distilled spirits 16 17 21 23 19
Percentage of wines 6 10 14 18 23
Percentage of beer 76 72 63 56 54
Percentage of cider and perry 2 1 2 3 4
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x

XX XX

ﬁﬂﬂ: Alcohol Policies in EU Member States and Norway. A Collection of Country Reports.
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» Snyder and Blood 1992, cited in Alcohol No Ordinary Commodity. Oxford University Press 2003.

21 Slater and Domenech 1995, etc., cited in Alcohol No Ordinary Commodity. Oxford University Press 2003.
z Atkin and Block 1981, 1984, cited in Alcohol No Ordinary Commodity. Oxford University Press 2003.

® Wallack et al. 1990; Grube 1995, cited in Alcohol No Ordinary Commodity. Oxford University Press 2003.
# Wyllie and Zhang 1994, etc., cited in Alcohol No Ordinary Commodity. Oxford University Press 2003.
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