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Executive Summary

Numerous statistical reports from various different government agencies have
continuously reflected that alcohol consumption damage personal health and have wider
social impacts. Despite its negative impacts, the popularity of alcohol consumption steadily
increases.

According to many international surveys, Thailand has been rated among top
consuming countries even all the attempt to battle of all professionals networks including the
legislation of Alcoholic Drink Control Act of BE 2551 (2008 AD). The alcohol drink
manufacturers relentlessly continue exploiting gaps of Thai laws and law enforcement in
order to reaping profit of all forms from consumers and society.

Marketing tools carefully selected to tackle monitoring measures are social networks
such as Multiply, Facebook, YouTube, and so on. They are new advertising channels - 'New
Media' on the Internet which all alcohol manufacturers view as new venue which law does not
yet reach, is open 24 hours a day, and precisely reach their target groups. Furthermore the
target customers or teenagers are more than willing to apply for memberships of social
networks set up by the alcohol manufacturers only to signify their identities without realising
that the ‘cool culture' or cool images are created and promoted through sale promoting events
of concerts and contemporary arts. Those events are ultimately an invitation to teens to be
new drinkers with strong brand loyalty.

“Social Networking: The Impact of Alcohol Industry’s Branding towards youth
Drinking Invitation” Study aim to survey basic data on online social network members of
alcohol manufacturer including perceptions on advertising attempts by creating such social
network. It presumes that the studied subjects are members of online social network of
studied brands http://www.facebook.com/AsahiSuperDryBeer with the age of 15 -24 years
old of both genders regardless of alcohol drinking behaviours.

The reasons of choosing Asahi brand are — 1) Asahi is premium beer which is the
only market segment that can secure growth during the past economic turbulence period. 2)
Despite holding the third place on this market segment, Asahi has demonstrated a
significantly growth and 3) Asahi intentionally brands itself with Japanese culture as a key
selling point to reach youth consumers which presumably already admire Japanese culture
and are potential new drinkers. The reason to choosing Facebook is that Facebook is the most
popular online social network with the highest number of members and participations. It is the
ideal realm to be studied for the exploitation of marketing schemes of alcohol industry in the
form of advertising through online social networks.

At the first phase, interviews took place and enquiry forms were filled. Forms were
then gathered and checked. 100 forms were selected and analysed with statistical software.
The analysis is presented in percentage tables, various average values, and cross tabulation.
The second phase of study was undergone by qualitative method of anthropological approach.
The study sets the focus sample group from those sampled 100 with its inclusive criteria of
90™ percentile, then 10 cases were selected by purposive sampling methods for in-depth
interviews. The study is presented in the form of analytical description.


http://www.facebook.com/AsahiSuperDryBeer

This research also collects further data by participant observation, by interacting via
online social network of the targeted brand and attending organised such cultural events held
by the targeted brand. The length of the structural and in-depth interviews is three months and
participant observation is throughout the study project.

The survey shows that the brand with good image will increasingly have positive
impact on the perception of drinkers. The brand image which is portrayed to be combine with
Japanese culture of Asahi has direct impact to teen drinkers who regularly use online social
network. Thus, online social network transforms alcohol drink brands into feelings or
perceptions of alcohol drinks to be beyond being ‘Just Beer', but Asahi which is an important
part of drinking culture. This includes the feeling of 'Japan-ness' which is the origin country
of Asahi.

In meantime, it is found that the current alcohol consuming teens show the admiration
of Asahi brands simultaneously with Asahi web page promotes the tempting and sensual
feeling of drinking through the context of friendliness and good knowledge of Japan and
Japanese culture. All are well planned and placed with marketing schemes resulting in a good
balance of Beer, Brand, and image which feel inviting, and tempting, leading to social
drinking courtesy. This changes drinking context to be 'with whom' and ‘where to drink’ rather
than 'how much' as it once was understood. Then, alcohol drinking became normalised for
teen drinkers, and even alcohol manufacturers' online social networks are not illegal for them
either.

In sum, it can be concluded that content from Asahi's page has actual impact on belief
and behaviours of drinkers as it can be noticed from learning through brand perceptions of
alcohol drinks in new media like online social network, namely, Face book. Online social
network has promoted alcohol drinking to the level of culture with the context Japanese
culture as a main attraction for brand. Particularly, the page content creates ambiguity of
alcohol advertisement and general cultural knowledge of drinking which create buzzes or
conversations among members of online social networks. Moreover, current teen alcohol
consumers show strong trend of drinking that brand, while the new drinkers will convert
brand admiration into trials in drinking.
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